
 

 

On behalf of the Friends Board, I want to welcome everyone to our garden’s third year! 

In just two years we have gone from a weedy unplowed field to one of the largest and 

best-known community gardens in the state. With our rapid growth have certainly 

come challenges and successes. But as our garden motto says “There are no gardening 

mistakes, only experiments” and everything we have accomplished so far, speaks volumes 

for all that we are doing right as a group. From day one, the goal has been to develop a 

“community of gardeners” instead of just a bunch of individual gardens. I think a walk 

around the garden on any given day, or attendance at any one of the many garden 

events makes it clear how successful we have all been. Our garden has received acco-

lades from so many places and we are clearly a shining example of all the wonderful 

things about community gardening. Every gardener deserves kudos for what we have 

accomplished on our little plot of farmland in such a short period of time; from how we 

have helped spread the word about the importance of community gardening, to the 603 

pounds of fresh produce we donated last year to the Senior Center and the Aldersgate 

Crisis Room (can we do 1,000 pounds this year!) and a thousand other little things that 

get lost over a gardening season.  
In just the past year, we have been featured in many newspaper articles, received an 

ANJEC Environmental Achievement Award, been selected as one of only 10 community 

gardens around the country for a Home Depot Foundation Grant, been selected by the 

National Gardening Organization as a recipient of one of only 25 Mantis Tillers to com-

munity gardens across the country, and been recognized by our Town Council. We are 

also part of a research project by a PhD student at Rutgers looking at our garden and 

our sister garden in Australia. All of this recognition is directly the result of our entire 

gardening community and not any one individual, something we hope will continue to 

grow in so many positive ways. Please become an active part of the Garden, together 

we are building something unique and wonderful.  

 
This year we have also begun to plan for the future a bit more. In addition to the rhu-

barb, herbs, strawberries and asparagus that are already in the shared area, we have 

planted a long row of raspberries, have started an orchard of dwarf and semi-dwarf 

apple trees and a large fig plot. We have also planted a large shared potato patch and a 

sweet potato patch is not far behind. We are also planting an heirloom tomato plot of 

varieties that all have heritage going back to the 19th century. And of course, we are 

open to any and all suggestions for other things (Chickens???). We have also opened a 

new section of the garden for charities that are growing for their constituents in need, 

so that more people can share the benefits of fresh, local produce from our community 

garden.                      

 
So welcome to the third year of our Community Garden. This year we have many new 

gardeners, so please introduce yourself if there is someone you don’t know. Our com-

munity garden is the perfect place to meet other people that share the joy of gardening. 

Happy Gardening! 

 

On Behalf of the Board, 

Dave Moskowitz 

President, Friends of the East Brunswick Environmental Commission  
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Visit our web site 

WWW.FRIENDSEBEC.COM 

 
 

Are you a Friend? 

Membership is free.   

Sign up to join on the web site. 
 
 

 

http://www.friendsebec.com/
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/pages/The-Friends-of-the-East-Brunswick-Environmental-Commission/294547253411


Greetings from East Brunswick 

Australia! 
Well we’re moving into winter 

down here – no snow in our part 

of the world, but the mornings 

are colder and the last of the 

summer harvest is being pulled, 

pruned or picked. Soil has been 

turned, green crops have been 

planted, and new veggies are 

going into the ground. As we had 

a very wet summer, tomatoes 

are still being spotted, and even 

eggplants are still blooming, so 

we’re also just watching with 

interest at how climate change is 

being played out in the micro-

universe of  Merri Corner!  
We’re still right in the thick of 

the construction phase, with 

a permanent fence, pergola area, 

raised sensory garden beds and a 

beautiful gazebo-type shelter all 

on the go….it’s taking a little 

longer than we thought but  we 

think that by July it will almost all 

be there!  This means that plot-

holders will not only have their 

patches to enjoy, but a place to 

make a cup of tea, shelter from 
the rain, read a book. And East 

Brunswick locals have a place to 

sit down and enjoy the sights and 

smells of the garden as they pass 

by.  
As you guys move into the won-

derful summer crops, here’s 

what’s popular in the plots of the 

MCCG: Broccoli, cauliflower and 

kale (although those pesky cab-

bage moths are causing us all to 

tear our hair out!) , lettuces of all 

shades and layers, silverbeet and 

rainbow chard….we also have 

garlic growing and our fruit trees 

slowly establishing…..looking 

forward to trying some new reci-

pes and sharing ways to enjoy 

what we’re growing! 

Enjoy the spring warmth, 

Your friends at the MCCG, East 

Brunswick, Australia  

Method 
Roast the mustard seeds and 
cumin seeds and then grind. In 
a big saucepan heat the oil, add 
the seeds, tumeric, cayenne, 
salt, chilies, ginger & garlic. Fry 
for one minute, then add vine-
gar, sugar and tomatoes. Turn 
to a very low heat and simmer 
for 1-1 ½ hours until the chut-
ney thickens. Stir occasionally 
to stop from sticking to the 
bottom of the pot. 
Store in sterilized jars and keep 
in fridge. Good for up to 6 
months stored this way.  

From June Worters  
Ingredients 
2 tbs oil (grapeseed or sun-
flower are good) 
2 cloves of garlic 
1 knob of ginger 
2-3 seeded chilies (chopped) 
2-3 tbs palm sugar or brown 
sugar 
1 tsp tumeric 
1 tsp cayenne 
1 tsp black mustard seeds 
½ cup white vinegar 
10 x tomatoes (ripe, firm and 
chopped. Skin if preferred) 
1 tsp salt 

It’s great with cheese on toast, 
as a marinade for chicken and 
with a few spoonfuls in yoghurt 
makes a yummy spicy dip.    
 

News from East Brunswick, Australia 

Easy Yummy Tomato Kasoundi  
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Hey, my name is Alana and I am 13. I live in Brunswick east, Melbourne Australia right next 

to our community garden and just across from the merry creek. Here in Australia it is au-

tumn and it is getting pretty cold (but it doesn’t snow here) our community garden is only 

very new and we have only had one summer to grow vegies. We have grown lots of straw-

berries, zucchini and cucumber, tomatoes, lots of herbs, eggplant, peas and lots more. I 

have to two brothers who are 10 and 16 and we love helping in the garden. I would love to 

find out about your community garden and what it’s like in America, bye. 
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East Brunswick Community Garden 
Kids 

 

The East Brunswick Community Garden is a great 

place to plant a garden and make friends. The 

garden provides many gardening areas all next 

to each other. It also has picnics and barbe-

ques where you can meet other gardeners. 

 Now it is May, and many people have been starting their 

gardens. Some things that might have been planted already are 

lettuce, spinach and peas because they don't need the weather 

to be as hot as other plants. 

 The East Brunswick Community Garden in New Jersey is 

friends with another community garden that is in East Bruns-

wick, Australia! We sometimes video chat with them and talk 

about garden events. While it is summer (the growing season) 

here, it is winter there so while our 

garden is covered in snow the one in 

Australia is filled with flowers and 

plants. 
 

Fun Fact: 
Did you know 
that dragonflies 
can fly up 
to 20 miles per 

Joke of the Month: 
Q. Why is grass consid-
ered dangerous? 
A. Because it has so 
many blades! 

AUSTRALIA 

Garden kids, We would love to hear from you!  Send your garden stories, poems and drawings to be pub-
lished on the Garden Kids’ page.   Did you see Alana’s letter about the garden in Australia?  Send us your 
letter to Alana, and we will forward it.   Our email address ebcgarden@gmail.com 

Kids’ page editor: Lani, plot B5 
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Donations 
 

Last year we donated over 600 lbs. 

of produce to the EB senior center.  

Can we break our record in 2011? 

 

Mark your plot! 
Which one is B5?   Who is the plot 

owner?   

Mark your plot with a sign, or a 

painted rock.  You can also write your 

name on the map in the shed. 

On Vacation  
Going away for a summer vacation?   Send a massage to the Google group 

and your neighbors will water your plot.  Committee members will pick 

ripe produce from your plot for donations. 

The Back Page 
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Scarecrow competition 
Build a scarecrow for your plot to 

keep the birds away.   

All gardeners will vote for a favorite. 

Prize for the winner! 

Garden  communication 

 
Visit the garden’s web site at 
www.ebcommunitygarden.webs.com 
 
To contact the board write to 
ebcgarden@gamail.com 
 
Join the conversation on our 
gardeners’ Google group.  
Click on “apply for group 
membership”. Messages sent 
to the group are seen by all 
group members.  Users of the 
Google Group are to limit 
their correspondence to items 
that are for the good of the 
cause of the entire garden 
group. 
Any personal correspondence 
must be addressed to individ-
ual gardeners.  
 
 
 

 
“East Brunswick 

Community Garden” 

Facebook page  
 

 

 

Garden Bags 
For sale - 3 bags for $10. 

Get them at all garden events, or 

contact the board. 

 

http://www.ebcommunitygarden.webs.com/
mailto:ebcgarden@gmail.com
http://groups.google.com/group/ebcgarden
http://www.facebook.com/#!/home.php?sk=group_112682018747528

